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OVERVIEW 
 Horticulture is an important sector in 
Meghalaya and the different types of horticultural crops 
grown are fruits, vegetables, spices, plantation crops, 
medicinal and aromatic plants. Sub-tropical fruits grown 
include oranges, pineapple, banana, papaya, guava 
and  jack-fruit. Temperate fruits such as pear, peach 
and plums are widely grown in the Khasi Hills districts 
of the State. Among the vegetables, potato, cabbage 
and tomato are commonly grown and under protected 
cultivation in greenhouses and poly-houses include the 
high value vegetables like coloured capsicum, broccoli 
and cherry tomatoes. Plantation crops such as tea, 
arecanut and spice crops like ginger, turmeric, black 
pepper and cinnamon are also grown in Meghalaya. 
However, all agricultural produce starts to deteriorate 
immediately after harvest due to high moisture and 
richness in nutrients which attract pests and spoilage 
microorganisms. Thus, post-harvest handling practices 
and treatment methods are needed in order to extend 
the shelf-life of the harvested products. Failure to adhere 
to these specialised handling practices and treatment 
methods lead to losses in the range of 30 to 40% of 
the total production. Hence, post-harvest processing 
is a necessary step in conversion, value addition and 
prevention of loss in agricultural produce. Floriculture, 
a branch of horticulture, deals with the cultivation of 
flowers and ornamental crops from the time of planting 
to the time of harvesting. It also includes production 
of planting materials through seeds, cutting, budding, 
grafting, etc. up to the marketing of the flower and 
flower produce. Flowers that are popular in Meghalaya 
include chrysanthemums, gerberas, carnations, liliums, 
anthuriums, roses, amongst others.

OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the training are:
•	 To	 highlight	 the	 good	 cultivation	 practices	 and	
provide hands-on training on post-harvest processing.

•	 Value	 addition	 of	 some	 important	 locally	 available	
horticultural crops together with effective marketing strategies.

•	 Provide	 necessary	 entrepreneurship	 skills	 to	 the	
trainees as an impetus for setting up of processing units for 
creating employment opportunities.

Course Content
 The training will cover certain aspects of post-
harvest processing of fruits; good cultivation practices and 
value addition of mushroom and turmeric.

Eligibility:        B.Sc. / M.Sc. in Life Sciences/ Biotechnology 
/Horticulture/ Agriculture

Intake Capacity: 25 (Twenty five)

Registration Fee:  No registration fee will be charged 
from the participants. However, outstation participants will 
need to manage their own accommodation, travel and food 
expenses.

How to apply:
 Desirous candidates may apply online at
 http://www.biotechpark.org.in/coursenortheast.php

About the Institute
 Lady Keane College, established in 1935 is one of 
the premiere institutes for women’s education in North East 
India. With an aim to provide excellent all round education, it 
strives to empower women for becoming leaders and who 
will help shape society. Our commitment to quality found 
its stamp of approval from The National Accreditation and 
Assessment Council (NAAC), Bangalore when this apex 
autonomous agency reaccredited our institution and awarded  
‘A’ Grade with our quality profile standing at 3.09 (CGPA) on 
a 4 point scale. The motto “Excellence with Integrity” is the 

driving force behind each endeavour of every single 
member –past and present- of this college, to impact 
the life of every young woman who wisely chooses to be 
nurtured and educated by it.
(http://www.ladykeanecollege.edu.in/)

About the Biotech Park, Lucknow
 Biotech Park is a Technology Incubator with 
focus on Health Care, Agriculture, Environment, Industrial 
Application and Energy. The mission of Biotech Park is 
to foster development of knowledge based economy in 
biotechnology and hand holds all innovation activities to 
assure benefit to all sections of the society.
(http://www.biotechpark.org.in/)

About the Institutional Biotech Hub
 The Biotech Hub in Lady Keane College was 
inaugurated on 23rd June 2011 by Prof. VeenaTandon, 
NASI Senior Scientist, Biotech Park, Lucknow and former 
Professor of Zoology at NEHU, Shillong. It was upgraded 
to an Advanced Level Institutional Biotech Hub for a 
period of 2 years from 21st September 2017. The hub 
over the years has been involved in organizing training 
programmes, outreach awareness programmes for the 
secondary, higher secondary school and undergraduate 
students; and also for the school teachers on aspects 
related with biological sciences. Through the research 
activities carried out in the hub, 2 research papers     
and 1 review article have been published in international 
journals; and 1 book chapter in an edited book has been 
published by a reputed international publisher. The hub also 
publishes an annual newsletter titled Keanean Bio Connect.

How to reach Shillong
 Shillong is well connected with Guwahati by 
road and the means of transport can be via buses or 
tourist taxis. Guwahati can be reached via railway or 
by air. The nearest railway station is Guwahati and the 
nearest airport is Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International 
Airport, Guwahati (Assam).


